
HYTHE DISTRICT
PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB

CHAIRMANS’
ANNUAL REPORT 2023

Karl Lagerfeld said “What I like about 

photographs is that they capture a 

moment that’s gone forever, 

impossible to reproduce”.

This was strongly brought home to me 

in the presentation that we enjoyed in 

October on ‘street photography’. 

I always try to remind myself not to 

overlook or neglect mundane and 

commonplace scenes and subjects 

today because tomorrow they will 

have become a unique record of a 

bygone age.

As Robert Louis Stevenson wrote 

“each a glimpse… and gone forever”.



2023 was another busy and successful year for the club: at the year’s end there were 56 full/
student members and a healthy bank balance. In addition, the club Facebook site has 191 
participants and 33 WhatsApp members.
We enjoyed a wide variety of presentations during our monthly meetings :-

January AGM + a visit to Venice with Phil Heading
February Trips to Norway with James Willmott
March An insight into Tom Lloyd’s career in photography
April  Vintage postcards of Hythe with Stewart Weller
May  Travel photography with Tom Lloyd
June  A virtual tour of Namibia with Dirk Seyfried
July  The artwork of Banksy by Andrew Ashton
August Paul Naylor on The Hythe Civic Society’s photographic archive
September The Romney Hythe & Dymchurch Railway by John Chapman
October Street photography - Andrew Ashton
November A virtual trip to Madeira with Tom, Roger and John
December The annual review of members’ photos by Tom Lloyd + Christmas buffet and a 

charity collection that raised a splendid £81:54 for the Pilgrim’s Hospice.

PHOTOSHOOTS
A number of well-attended photoshoots were undertaken to locations as diverse as Faversham, 
Walmer Castle, Chatham Dockyard, Samphire Hoe, Dungeness, Canterbury and the Kent & East 
Sussex Railway: photographs taken on these excursions can be viewed on the club website.
https://hythedistrictphotographicclub.jimdo.com/photoshoot- galleries/
These were ideal opportunities to practise photographic techniques in a wide variety of 
locations and to socialise with other members.

WORKSHOPS
In order to hone and develop photographic skills workshops were organised on several 
occasions during the year covering, for example, splash photography and how to take successful 
portraits in either ambient or artificial lighting.

ANNUAL EXHIBITION
The club’s annual exhibition was held in Hythe Library in November and was, 
for the first time, based on a theme - “Local Flora and Fauna”.  A total of 28 
photographs was exhibited featuring a wide variety of local wild life and 
plants and the event was well-received by the public.

MEMBERS’ MONTHLY PHOTOGRAPHIC SUBMISSIONS
Members submitted two images each month on a variety of themes 
including ‘ball sports’. ‘bannisters and railings’, ‘look up’ and ‘take my hand’ 
and it was always interesting to see the many and varied interpretations of 
these topics when we viewed them during the monthly meetings.  In 
addition, members each submitted a photograph of their own choice as a 
‘PlusONE’ image. There were 660 project entries (the most popular being ‘railings and 
bannisters’) and 354 ‘PlusONE” entries.
Members and guests voted for their favourite images each month to select a ‘Photograph of the 
Month’ and these can be viewed on the website.
https://hythedistrictphotographicclub.jimdo.com/photographs-of- the-month/

ANNUAL REVIEW
Tom Lloyd lent his extensive expertise to review a large selection of project entries plus an 
additional set of members’ images - “My Favourite photo of 2023” as a new feature for the annual 
review. Tom’s choice for “Photograph of the Year” was Nick Farrer’s ‘Bee on a purple flower’. Highly 
commended were Trevor Allnutt and Peter Brun and commended were Denise Langley, Phil 
Heading and Mary Gerard.



PUBLICITY
In August the club had a two page spread in the CommunityAd magazine which attracted two 
new members to the club.

THE HYTHE CORONATION FESTIVAL
This was a good opportunity to support the local community in recording the various events laid 
on to commemorate the coronation in May.  The photographs were added to the website and 
submitted to Hythe Town Council.



THANKS
Thanks are due to :-

Roger Brown for the technical work involved in receiving and collating the images ready for 
the meetings and for the many other technical tasks required.
Trevor Allnutt for maintaining our financial records and for organising the exhibition - and 
for providing the tea and biscuits for the meetings.
Tom Lloyd for undertaking the annual review, for involvement in the workshops and for 
many other ways in which he helps the club.
Stewart Weller for organising and co-ordinating the photoshoots and the workshops.
James Willmott for a great deal of behind-the-scenes activities concerned with, inter alia, the 
website, Facebook and WhatsApp group.
Jean Wilcox for sorting out and serving the refreshments for the monthly meetings.
Vicky Norton for assisting me with the shopping for and the serving of, the Christmas buffet.

Members of the committee for booking speakers, dreaming up ever more challenging and 
imaginative themes, making sure that that we are insured and have a functioning website and 
other tasks that are carried out to ensure that the club continues to thrive.
To everyone who submitted photos, attended meetings and voted for their favourite 
photographs each month.

INTO THE FUTURE
2024 promises to be an interesting and fruitful time for the club. We have some interesting and 
stimulating speakers planned starting in February with an illustrated talk on nocturnal, celestial 
photography.  Some challenging themes have been selected and these are listed on the 
website: moreover, I have booked space in the library for our exhibition in September.
We are always open to ideas for locations for photoshoots and for topics for workshops.
The Hythe Venetian Fête will take place in August and there will be other interesting 
opportunities for community involvement during the year.

John Chapman
Chairman
3rd January 2024

https://hythedistrictphotographicclub.jimdo.com
www.facebook.com/groups/824710414258709/



Club Programme 2023



Members’ Choice - Project Photographs of the Month 2023



Members’ Choice - Project Photographs of the Month 2023



Members’ Choice - PlusONE Photographs of the Month 2023



Tom Lloyd’s Choice - Photographs of the Year 2023


